CHAPTER   XVI
THE NEW COMMUNITY
DEMOCRACY is not a simple conception or a simple
system. It is perhaps natural for a people whose
tradition is 'democratic3 (in a vague and changing
sense) to assume that democracy works well, and will
go on working well for ever; and that the time will
never come when Englishmen will not be electing
their representatives to the High Court of Parliament.
But the truth is that British democracy is working
badly and has worked badly for more than twenty
years. The evidence is accumulating that modern
mass-democracy is an unworkable system of govern-
ment in a world of advanced capitalist development,
because it makes too heavy a demand on the under-
standing and imagination of the average man. When
we soberly contemplate how little of these necessary
qualities is possessed by the average political leader in
England to-day, it is hard to believe that the democratic
citizen who accepts such leadership 'as from another
place5 will easily become capable of exercising his
political power imaginatively enough to abandon the
anarchy of capitalism without abandoning responsible
freedom at the same time.
The only substitute for a power of imagination
which neither leaders nor led possess is a fidelity to the
principles of Christian morality which both have
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